§ : Hay 24, 1984
/) ©: M1 Yoting Participmts
#3C (83-84)

FROM: Volunteor Region of Harcotics Aagayuous
P.0. Hox I50314 )
Nashville, Tennesses 372I5-0314

Pellovw members;

Tho Volunteer Region, as: a voting region in the World Service
Conference 1984, stands in favor of the I.P., An Approach to the
Pourth Ste{ Iaventory. We also feel this I.P. should oontisue to
%e available to wembers within NA, until proper procedures can pe
asdhered to, and at such time as a true group conscience of the
Pallowship can be obtained, again. .
Our group conscience is not based on the rigntness or the
! wrongaeas of this I,P,, it is based eatirelg on the improper re~
zoval by ¥SO and the validity of the subdbstibute motion vhien re-
woved it fros circulation. Our Region Lelieves in the faith,
truat, and sutwority of a true Group Conscisnce. If the Pgllowship
¥* feels a need to review and revise every previously approved lit-
erature, s0 be it. But for the ¥SO to remove this panphlet ve feel
is a direct violation of Group Conscience, The Volunteer Region
also feals this procedent cannot be tolerated in a spiritual
!‘allowshig, such as Narcotics Anonymous. Our recesnt inquiry to
W80 atated that this pamphlet is removed from circulation. (Eaclosed
letter from ¥WSO).
Yo brought with us a group conaciencs at WSC (83) to approvas
this I.P., and {t vas approved by a azjority of the regions present.
We think the Pellowship has spoken in regards to this I.P. Although
| many nembers dislike this I,P. the removal of it has: raised many
uestions in our region. .
%) Did the motion presented by the WSC Lit. Chair (prg. 14, grelim‘.n‘
ary draft . WSC minutes B3-84) set a procedure to be followed y the
45C 83-847 This motfion read:
;f%_ugg: (WSC 11t, Chair) seconded{RSR Mid-Atlantic), "that all
teraturs submitted to this confersnce for approval reguire z 2/3
wajority vove of partfcipanta” AMENDMENT: (RSKR Florida) seconded
(WSC Policy Chair), "that it tako a 273 majority vote at WSC to with.
drav current NA literature from the coategory of approved literatura,’
Yotion with amendment carried.

Ag: ve revieved this motion another guestion was rnised: {s it
correct to say that an smendment 18 to be included into the language
. of the main motion? With the possage of this admended notion, wo
: eatablished {rocodurea vhich this conference would abide by. Yow

having established procedures by vhich to both approve and vithdraw
any and 21l literaturs brought to the floor, we move to our other
point in question, The substitue motion (pg. 33, preliminary draft ™
43¢ ainutes 83-84) motioned by the(¥SC Lit. Chair), seconded (¥33
Trustee), "that the 4th Step Guide be evaluated by the Literature
Reviev Comnittes and input sent to the World Lit. Committee and a
revised draft should then proceed through the revisv and approval
process as outlined in the prooedurzl guidelines for the creation
and development ol new literature, The 4th Ste? Guide be removed
from circulation while the process is oeceuring."

YOTE Yasa 25 Ko I0 Abstentions 9'

The aubstitute motion carrisd. .

2) Again we gquestion the validity of this motion, We feel it
failed, the resson being that procedure vag aet on pg. I4 pertaining
to the agircval and withdrawl of say NA literature, atating that
aitheor action (spprove or withdraw) requires a 2/3 @ajority of voting
participanta. In conclusion, the subatitute wotion recoving the 4th
Step Gulde failed. In procedures already estadlished it would take
a 2/3 majority of votiag participants to remove it.and 25 votes of -
yes does nof constitute 2/3 najority. We believe removal from
circulstion of this I.P, by the WSO was both premature and without
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Cm et we WAV FAMNYY AVE  RLC  AAUCLL&LE unlat;uduuu;oul
th de i1 %30 circulation. Our region also wisaes for
::: ﬁggrigzgogu;t the WSC micutes to read that the subs.ut‘.\.eh:otion
{pg. 33, preliainary draft ‘:30 ﬂnu:g:iaz;-:;tulod. lacking the
i of votin, ar P .
requimszé?l’?“gxlgr nany yoirg been through the developmeat
process for new literature and has deer reviewed by an 1nto'r_ne:;:d 14
Pellowship. The removal of this 1.7. 1§ an injustice to 2 Worldwide
Teliowship dedicated in the pursuit of Group Consgience; lgur ng
conscience is clear, and we feel tha coanscience of the Pe owship
is clear. We pray this comaunication ill clear up the conhs%gn
brought about by the removal of tkis I.P., both in the correctioén
of the ¥WSC minutes and th:irespect of an already obtained group
ellovs . .
°°"°°§§?°:hﬂfvg‘f§n§eer Regizn, are dedicated and continue to-be
in loving service to a Pellowsnip wve owe aur very lives.

RSR: Rick Woody
9000A Grayland Dr.

Knoxville, TN 37923 Volunteer Region of

14 Warcotics Anonymous
T 2.3 Hollie Arno
RS2, AL 3221 Elo Hill Pike

Nashville, TN 37214

PITTSBURGH AREA SERVICE COMMITTEE
/ OF .
\ NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

P.0.BOX 802 . PITYSBURGH, PA 15230-0802

UrvENSAL PROGRAM

To the Fellowship:

The Pittsburgh Area would like to express thoir concern about the procedures used to
withdraw the 4th Step Guide from the market of approved N.A. literaturs. Ve dolieve
that it ahould have been sent ocut to the N.A. Fellowship for approval or disapproval
before such a decision was made. The 4th Step Guide wns approved by a group copscionce
of the N.A. Fellowship at WSC'B3 and we believe that it should be sold by VSO until
such time as a loving God as expressed in our group comscience disapproved it or ap-
proved of a nev ons. Ploass conaicdor the implications of this dociaion and the effect
that it has had on our recovery.

While reading tbe minutes from VSC'84 we found that there ia two differeat procedures
for voting at the Yorld Service Conference and that the Chair could use either proco-
dures at big own vhim. Wo do not fael that this is very spiritual.

At VS0'84 a two-thirds majorigy was needed to recove the 4th Step Guide from tte mare
ket, The voto vas Yea A5 No 10 Abstantions 9. On page 4 of WSG'8L4 mimutes a eotion was
passed ''to acoept the proposed standing rules WSC which dafines two-thirde zajority of
all participating voting members." The proposed atanding rules state that in some caseo
where a two-thirds majority is neoded a two~thirds of all membera eligidle to vote is
noeded and in other cases members that abstain are not counted as voting members and it
ia up to tho Chair to decide which procedure to use. This has provad to be very confus-
ng to ua.

In the Pittsburgh Area when a vote ncads a two-thirds majority it ocust be a two-thirds
majority of all GSRs present, even those that abstain, We feel that this procedurs skould
be adopted by the World Service Conference because we da not feel that a true two-thirde
majority was roached to remove the 4th Step Guide from the markes.

Regardless of what han happened and what p dure was used we fesl that there should
only be one eet procedurs used and that it should be sent out to the Fellowghip o de
voted on as ths firat itea of business at WSC'85. This would relieve cuch confusion and
Tesontmont in ths future.

Our laat concern deals with the price of our Basic Text. It is our opinion that the

- price should be reduced to 3 dollars immodiately. If each area complios with tho WSC'84
roquest that oach area hold a fundraiser for tho banofit of WEC thero should be suffi-
olent funda to oporate each ysare. Also, with the grovib of arcas and regions the fund
flow between the member and our World Services should improve dracatically.

Vith a decreass in the prico of our Basic Text it will become more available to addicta
who cannot afford thes and it will help our Hospitals and Institutions committces o
Bupply thoa to addicts who cannot attend N.A. meotinga. Tho less exponsive our Basic
Text is, the oore lives it will save. This is our primary purposellil

In Loving Servien.



provides for 34 sush parscnal opinion votes = 34 votles repreaonting
no group consclenoe. W8B, WSO, WSC Sub-Commitloos (8arvioe Boards
and Service Commiitoes croated to accomplish e specific task).

J8 $t any worder why it's not warking 772 Wo svum Lo have given Cod
a 50% say-so, Whatevar happoned to “unvonditional” 100% fajth?
3inplicity and clarity is ofier elusive in our human strifa,

If the ansver is not yet clear, then perhaps wa should con'.:n‘ue
=aying only for tho knowledge of His amendable will. (A weak
attempt at humor,)

Score: God 34, ¥SC 3 = mare will be revealed,

An inportant vehicle. for the continucd growth by the fellowship ia
spiritual principles my be found in open and direct, uncensered
comminications between the regions, Justi as one addict shares with
another, so too cne group shares freely with another = ASC, so w0
cne area shares freely with another = RSC. Then why rct have one
region shars freely without the intimidation and censorship of super
servants, vitimate leaders, and (rusted authorities?

Picase submit any communications fycm you, youT group, your area, ﬂ-"ﬂ/"’-'
your region that you would like to have shared uncensared with others.
(Flease omit all four-letter words except - work, love, and jxay.)

Send to:

P.0. Box 955
loesturg, VA 22075 e
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WHO'S TH CHARGE AKOURD HErE ?

A addice alonn 18 in bad compuny and so i8S a region in Florida.
de are surreunded on three sides by water and the inforzaticn we re-
celve in select at times, The preaent “trusted servants® on cur
world level have not over-stapped their boundt; howaver, they huve
twisted the gpiritual principlos that we have held dear in owr
rocovery., Yhat doos it menn to have owr decisions maade by a small
group of trustud gervants? llave not the principles that N.A. was
founded on Served their purpose in our growing fellowship? Why have
our quarterly fellowship repor:s siopped? tHave the jois at the Y.S.C.
been open to all recovering addicts, or sed more on who you know?
Vhat has happaned Lo our second wadition? Where has the upirit thas
created our 3asic Text gone?

We croate service boards and committeeas directly responsitle to
these they sorvo. When they no longer recpond, they no lorger
function undor the guidelines of owr ninth wradition,

There S an increasing movement among membars of the followship
to uctively purticipate in the writing of our literature, Yili that
participation bo avallable in the future . . . or ¥ill professional
Jjournalists replace tho experience, ctrength, and hope of rncovering
eddicts? What of our spiritual principles? Will the avenue Ve open
in the fulure for willing addicts?



The increasing nuiber of recovering addicts cannot be disputed,
vut let us not forget that quality - not quantity - saves our as8.
hat active participation in our early recovery gave us the spirit
1o carry the ®essage of recovery through an informed group consclence,
20t & vote of confidenca. By giving of our tize and resources through
travel, comaunicatior and convontions, we havo loaxncdi

~The truth will seb us free. )
Internal strife cripples our followship. gz { //7 .
Vo keep ¥What we have only with:vigilance, .
de know we're not in charge. .

P E R A E E R EEE R X I I I I A A
To: The Tellovekip
Froa: The Tri-Stato Regional Service Comzmitteo

While roviewing tho winuten from W&C'84 we found that thore is two different
procedures for voting at tho Vorld Bervice Conference and that the Chairperson
conld use eitber procedurs at his own wvhim, Wo do not foel that thia is very
epiritual.

At VSC'84 a two~thirds majority vole was noeded to ramove ths Yeurth Step
Inventory Quide from the market of N.A. literaturo. The vote was Yea - 5, Mo -
10, Abs. - 9. On Page & of ¥SC'B4 minutas o motion was pagmod to accept the pro-
posed standing rulea WSC vhich defines two-lhirde majority of all participating
voting mesbers, The proposed standing rules state that in some cases membors that
abstain are counted as voting members and in othor cases they are not counted aa

‘participating' voting members and it is up to tho Chair to decide which prace-
dure to uss. This hus provad to bLe vory confusing to us. 1f the members who ab-
stained were counted as voting sembers in the above isgue the Fourth Step Inven-
tory Guide would still be for cale righl nov.

The Tri-Stato Region foels that a two-thirds majority,should be defined as two-
thirde of all morbers eligibleto vote that are present at WSC, We do not fecd
that a true two-thirda majority wvas reachod to romove the Fourth Step Inventory
Ouide from ths market of W.A. liwra‘m.

Regardless of vhat hng hapfened asd wha dure was used wo foel that thare
chould only be onr. set procedure uged ud that this isscue should be eent cut to
the Followship to bu vatod on as the first item of businees at WSC'85. This would
rolievs much coniusion and resentmsnt in the future.

Our naxt concern deals with the price of cwr Bamic Text. It is our opinion
that the price should be reducod to three dollars immodintely. Lf every region
and aree compliss with the WSc'8U request that cack ares hold a fundraiser for
tha bemefit of WSC and with the growth of sreas and regions the fund flov betwoco
the wember and cur World Services should improve drasstically. WSC cannot operate
without funds and {t is up to us to provide the funda for our services. We should
not be dependant on sales of our litcoatura.

The Tri-State Region bas held a fundraisor for the benefit of WSC and has coe-
mitted itself to making a wonthly donation to WSC. We feel that all the Regious
should do this.

With @ decreass in the price of our Basic Toxt it vill bocome more available to
addicts who cannot afford them and it will holp our Hospitals and Institutions
Gubcozmittoos to gsupply them to addicta who cannot attond NeA. meotinga. The lecs
oanniv'lo our Basic Text is, the more lives it wild save. Thia is our primary
purpose! ! !

In loving Service,
TeS.ReS.CaHeAe




